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South Texas College complies with the Texas Occupations Code, Title 10, Chapter 1701, Subchapter N (the 
“Code”). The Code requires that a law enforcement agency that operates a body worn camera program adopt a 
policy for the use of body worn cameras. The Texas Commission on Law Enforcement (TCOLE) in consultation 
with the Texas Department of Public Safety, the Bill Blackwood Law Enforcement Management Institute of 
Texas, the W.W. Caruth Jr. Police Institute at Dallas, and the Texas Police Chiefs Association has developed a 
training curriculum for the use of body cameras pursuant to the Texas Occupation Code. South Texas College 
Police Officers are trained using this curriculum.  

I. Purpose   

South Texas College is committed to providing a safe and secure educational environment for students, 
faculty, staff, and visitors. The College’s Department of Public Safety patrols campuses, responds to 
incidents, rejoins calls for service and enforces Texas law.  During these activities, the Department of 
Public Safety uses vehicle and body worn cameras for the following purposes: 

1. Documenting police officer interaction with the public, including arrests and critical incidents, 
enhancing the accuracy of officer reports and testimony in court and 

2. Facilitating determination of probable cause, evidence gathering for investigative and 
prosecutorial purposes, and officer evaluation and training. 

II. Policy 

South Texas College police officers shall, in the performance of their official duties, use vehicle and body 
worn cameras as appropriate as required by this policy and Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 1701, 
Subchapter N. This policy does not govern the use of concealed recording devices used in undercover 
operations.  

III. Requirements of the Texas Occupation Code  

1. Activation and Discontinuance of Recordings 

A. A peace officer should activate a camera for all enforcement encounters where there is at least 
reasonable suspicion the person has committed, is committing, or may be involved in criminal 
activity including: 

(1) Detentions 

(2) Vehicle stops 

(3)  Pedestrian stops 

(4) Consensual encounters 

a. Taking or attempting to take a person into custody 

b. Any incident involving use of force 

c. Service of search or arrest warrants 

d. Suspect statements 
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e. Witness/Victim statements 

f. Pursuits 

g. Response to complaints or calls for service 

h. When non-enforcement contacts with the public become confrontational, 
assaultive, or enforcement-oriented. 

i. When the officer feels the use is appropriate and beneficial in documenting 
an incident. 

B. Discontinuance of Recordings 

(1) Cameras shall not be deactivated until an encounter has concluded, except for 
tactical or safety reasons, the encounter no longer holds investigative or 
evidentiary value, or for privacy in certain situations and at certain locations.   

 

(2) An officer who has commenced a video recording, and terminated the recording 
prior to conclusion of encounter, shall, to the extent reasonably possible, record in 
the video the reason(s) for the termination of the recording, and note those reasons 
in a contemporaneous writing. 
 

(3) Reactivation may be necessary depending on circumstances. 

(4) A peace officer equipped with a body worn camera may choose not to activate a 
camera or may choose to discontinue a recording currently in progress for any 
nonconfrontational encounter with a person, including an interview of a witness 
or victim.   

C. Exercise of Reasonable Discretion 

This policy acknowledges that there may be occasions when it is neither practical or 
possible for the officer to activate the recording device.  

The safety of the officer and of the public is the foremost priority and the recording 
should not be made if it is an impediment of safety. An officer should not activate or 
deactivate the recording device based solely upon the request or demand of a citizen; 
but rather rely on TCOLE certified training, experience, and policy to determine the 
necessity of activation. 

 
2. Data Retention 

A. Files shall be securely stored in accordance with Texas record retention laws shown below 
and no longer than useful for purposes of training or for use in an investigation or 
prosecution. 

(1) Class C Misdemeanors – 6 months 

(2) Class A and B Misdemeanors – 2 years 
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(3) Second and Third Degree Felonies – 10 years 

(4) First Degree and Capital Felonies – 50 years 

(5) Driving While Intoxicated Offences – 10 years 

(6) Any Classification Offense – Date of Death 

(7) Video recordings will be maintained for a minimum of 90 days 

3. Storage of Recordings 

A. All recordings shall be securely downloaded no later than the end of each shift. Each file 
shall contain information identifying the date, vehicle, and body worn camera number, and 
the assigned officer. 

B. All images and sounds recorded by the vehicle and body worn cameras are the exclusive 
property of the South Texas College Department of Public Safety. Accessing, copying, or 
releasing files for non-law enforcement purposes is strictly prohibited. 

C. Access to vehicle and body worn camera data (images, sounds, and metadata) must be 
specifically authorized by the College Chief of Police. Such access will be audited to ensure 
that only authorized users are viewing the data for legitimate and approved purposes. 

D. Weekly backups of the server will be conducted and stored offsite for safekeeping. 

E. Only authorized personnel will have access to the recorded data. 

4. Recording of Evidence 

A. Recordings as evidence shall comply with Occupation Code, Chapter 1701.660, Recordings 
as Evidence. 

5. Public Access 

A. A member of the public requesting information concerning a camera recording is required 
to provide the following information in writing: 

(1) Date and approximate time of recording. 

(2) Specific location where the recording occurred. 

(3) The name of one or more persons known to be a subject of the recording. 

B. Pursuant to Article 2.139 of the Texas Code of Criminal Procedure, pertaining to video 
recordings of arrests for intoxication offenses, a person stopped or arrested on  suspicion of 
an offense under Section 49.04, 49.045, 49.07, or 49.08, Penal Code, is entitled to receive 
from a law enforcement agency employing the peace officer who made the stop or arrest, a 
copy of any video made by or at the direction of the officer that contains footage of: 

(1) The stop 

http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=PE&Value=49.04&Date=12/11/2015
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=PE&Value=49.045&Date=12/11/2015
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=PE&Value=49.07&Date=12/11/2015
http://www.statutes.legis.state.tx.us/GetStatute.aspx?Code=PE&Value=49.08&Date=12/11/2015
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(2) The arrest 

(3) The conduct of the person stopped during any interaction with the officer 

(4) The procedure in which a specimen of the person's breath or blood is taken 

C. A law enforcement recording made in a private space or involving the investigation of 
conduct that constitutes a misdemeanor punishable by fine only and does not result in an 
arrest will not be released without written authorization from the person who is the subject 
of that portion of the recording, or if the person is deceased, from the person’s authorized 
representative. 

D. A recording is confidential and excepted (exempt) from requirements of Chapter 552 Public 
Information, Government Code, if the recording: 

(1) It was not required to be made by law or under a policy adopted by South Texas 
College, and 

(2) Does not relate to a law enforcement purpose  

E. A response to a written request for camera recordings shall be made within 20 business 
days after the date of the receipt of the written request. 

F. Response to Voluminous Requests for Camera Recordings. 

(1) A voluminous request is defined as follows: 

a. A request involving more than five (5) separate incidents, . 

b. More than five (5) separate requests from the same person in a 24-hour 
period, regardless of the number of incidents included in each request, or 

c. Multiple requests from the same person within a 24-hour period, that if 
taken together, constitute more than five (5) total hours of video footage.  

(2 ) Actions needed to respond to a voluminous request for video recordings must be 
undertaken within 21 business days after the date of receipt of the written request.   

G. The South Texas College Department of Public Safety may release a recorded video to the 
public to further a law enforcement purpose. 

H. The South Texas College Department of Public Safety may withhold a recorded video from 
the public that is related to a closed criminal investigation that did not result in a criminal 
conviction or a grant of deferred adjudication community supervision. 

I. A request for a decision by the Attorney General concerning  exceptions to public disclosure 
must be made by the South Texas College Department of Public Safety not later than the 
20th business day after the date that a written request for disclosure was received. 

6. Police Officer Access 
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A. A police officer will be provided access to any recording of an incident involving the officer 
before the officer is required to make a statement about the incident. 

7. Supervisory Responsibilities 
A. Supervisory personnel shall ensure that officers are using vehicle and body worn cameras 

in accordance with policy and procedures defined herein. 

B. On a monthly basis, supervisors will randomly review vehicle and body worn camera 
recordings to ensure that the equipment is operating properly and that officers are using the 
devices appropriately and in accordance with policy and to identify any areas in which 
additional training or guidance is required. 

    8. Handling and Documenting of Equipment 

A. Vehicle and body worn cameras will be used with reasonable care to ensure proper 
functioning. Equipment malfunctions shall be brought to the attention of the officer’s 
supervisor as soon as possible, so that a replacement unit may be procured. 

B. Officers shall inspect and test vehicle and body worn cameras prior to each shift in order to 
verify proper functioning and shall notify their supervisor of any problems. 

C. Malfunctions of equipment will be documented in the ARMS database. 

 
The requirements of the Texas Occupation Code are incorporated in the Department of Public Safety Procedures 
Handbook. 

IV. History  

Origination Date Approved by Board April 26, 2016 

Date Reviewed and Approved by Board November 26, 2019 

 

 


