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MANUAL OF POLICY 
 
Title   Special Student Populations Reporting 3611 
 
Legal Authority  Approval of the Board of Trustees    
 
Date Approved by Board Board Minute Order dated November 9, 1995 
    As Amended by Board Minute Order dated May 6, 2004 
 
Special student populations are identified on a semester basis for input into the Student Information 
System.  Identifying and accounting of these populations is necessary for yearly compliance reports and 
expenditure justification to the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board. 
 
Special student populations are defined by federal and state statute (Coordinating Board-August, 1992) 
and include individuals who are academically and economically disadvantaged, disabled, of limited 
English proficiency, or enrolled in programs designed to eliminate sex bias.  Individual designations are 
defined as follows: 
 
1. "Academically disadvantaged" refers to an individual who scores at or below the 25th percentile on a 

standardized achievement or aptitude test, whose secondary grades are below 2.0 on a 4.0 scale, or who 
fails to maintain minimum academic competencies once enrolled in an institution of higher education. 

 
2. "Economically disadvantaged" refers to an individual classified as low-income by Department of 

Commerce guidelines and includes individuals who are eligible for benefits under AFDC, the Food 
Stamp Act of 1977, and the free or reduced-price meals program under the National School Lunch Act. 

 
3. "Disabled" refers to any individual who has a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits 

one or more of the major life activities of that individual.  This designation includes individuals who 
are blind, deaf, emotionally disturbed, learning disabled, physically impaired, orthopedically 
handicapped, paraplegic/mobility handicapped, hard of hearing, speech impaired, visually 
handicapped, and all other individuals considered disabled under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973. 

 
4. "Limited English Proficiency" refers to those individuals who were not born in the United States or 

whose native language is a language other than English, or who come from environments where a 
language other than English is dominant, or who are American Indian or Alaska natives who come 
from environments where a language other than English has had a significant impact on their level of 
English language proficiency. 

 
5. "Gender Equity" refers to individuals enrolled in non-traditional programs where 75 percent of either 

gender represents the majority enrollment.  Measurement occurs after students are enrolled in a program. 
 
6. "Single Parent" refers to an individual who is unmarried or legally separated from a spouse and has a 

minor child or children for which that parent has either custody or joint custody. 
 
7. "Displaced Homemaker" refers to an adult who has worked without remuneration of care for the 

home and family, and for that reason has diminished marketable skills; has been dependent on public 
assistance or on the income of a relative but is no longer supported by that income, is a parent whose 
youngest child will become ineligible to receive assistance, and is unemployed or underemployed and 
is experiencing difficulty in obtaining any employment or suitable employment. 


