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High school students who may benefit from taking college-level courses to satisfy high school
graduation requirements or who wish to begin their post-secondary education prior to graduation
from secondary school are eligible to participate in the College’s dual credit program.

College-level courses are limited to those leading to a certificate or associate degree. Courses
offered for dual credit are limited to academic courses in the current edition of the Lower Division
Academic Course Guide Manual and college-level workforce education courses in the current
edition of the Workforce Education Course Manual as outlined in Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board Rule Title 19, Part I, Chapter 4, Subchapter D, Rule 4.85.

Dual credit students shall be limited to courses within their declared major and corresponding
degree plan. Students who declare a major leading to Career Technical Education (CTE) certificate
or Associate degree, may also enroll in academic dual credit courses, limited to English 1301,
Mathematics/Natural Science Electives, Humanities Electives, Social and Behavioral Electives,
and other Associate of Applied Science (AAS) Electives needed to complete their Certificate
and/or AAS degree, while not exceeding the limitation on dual credit courses per semester
described below. Students may attempt a maximum of 68 credit hours, with the exception of
students pursuing the Associate of Science in Engineering and Associate of Science in Pre-
Pharmacy. In addition, dual credit students must comply with the College’s Academic Progress
Standards as outlined in Board Policy #3320 and the Financial Aid Satisfactory Academic Progress
(SAP) Policy. Federal Financial Aid SAP requirements measure all students’ GPA and
progression regardless if they are receiving aid or not, and are applicable to dual credit students
who are still in high school.

Students who participate in the dual credit program must meet the Texas Success Initiative (TSI)
college readiness standards as established by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board and
the College, or meet the applicable student eligibility criteria outlined in Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board Rule Title 19, Part I, Chapter 4, Subchapter D, Rule 4.85. Students must meet
the College’s regular prerequisite requirements for the courses in which they enroll.

Dual credit students may not enroll in college level courses until the spring semester of their 9th
grade, and then limited to no more than two (2) dual credit courses for that semester from an
approved list of recommended courses. All 10th grade students will be limited to only two (2)
dual credit courses per Fall and Spring semester. All 11th and 12th grade students should not
exceed four (4) dual credit courses per Fall and Spring semesters. Summer session is limited to
two (2) dual credit courses for Summer Term I/111 and two dual credit courses (2) for Summer
Term II.
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Students who want to enroll in regular (non-S) section(s) must be approved by the Dean of Dual
Credit Programs and School District Partnerships. Students can only be enrolled into courses
within their declared major. Any student approved to enroll in a regular (non-S) section(s) will not
be assessed the independent student tuition and fee rates based on the Board Approved Tuition &
Fee Schedule. Dual credit students who do not receive approval to enroll in a regular (non-S)
section(s), may still enroll, but will be assessed the independent student tuition and fee based on
the Board Approved Tuition & Fee table.

The dual credit program is subject to all rules and regulations of the Texas Higher Education
Coordinating Board (THECB), other state and federal regulations, and College policies and
procedures as applicable.

THECB guidelines can be found at http://www.thecb.state.tx.us/apps/Laws/default.cfm.

Federal guidelines for Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) can be found at
http://www.ecfr.gov/cqgi-bin/text-idx?rgn=div8&node=34:3.1.3.1.34.3.39.4.

South Texas College’s Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) can be found at
http://studentservices.southtexascollege.edu/finaid/pdf/satisfactory academic_progress.pdf.
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