
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

  

MANUAL OF POLICY


Title 	 Resident Status for Students 3210

Legal Authority 	 Approval of the Board of Trustees Page 1 of 2

Date Approved by Board 	 Board Minute Order Dated November 9, 1995

As Amended by Board Minute Order dated February 13, 1997 

As Amended by Board Minute Order dated July 28, 2005 

As Amended by Board Minute Order dated January 27, 2015 


It is the policy of South Texas College that proof of residency must be provided at the time of application to 
the College. Students are also required to sign an oath of residency.  Any violation of residency rules will 
result in disciplinary action.  Students must have continuously lived in the state of Texas for a minimum of 12
months prior to registration to be considered for Texas resident tuition rates.  For purposes of determining 
residency, the College complies with all applicable State and Federal regulations, as well as with the Texas
Higher Education Coordinating Board recommendations.  Students from out of state as defined by the above-
cited guidelines must pay non-resident tuition.

To be classified as a Texas resident, a student must prove Texas residency for the 12 months immediately 
prior to the date of enrollment for the given semester with one or more of the following documents: 

 Texas high school transcript (showing attendance for the last 12 months); 

 Texas college or university transcript (showing attendance for the last 12 months); 

 Texas voter registration (at least one year old); 

 Permanent Texas driver's license (at least one year old); 

 Statement of employment from Texas employer for last 12 months; 

 Texas lease agreement for the last 12 months; 

 Canceled checks from a Texas bank for the last 12 months; 

 Texas utility bills for the last 12 months; 

 Other third party documentation 

To claim dependent residence status, a student must provide a copy of the parents’ IRS 1040 (federal income 
tax return) with the parents' residence listed. 

Texas Resident Students have two classifications – those that live within the South Texas College District and 
those who live outside the district.  The South Texas College District includes all of Hidalgo and Starr
Counties and complies with waivers and exemption programs as allowed per Texas state statutes and 
regulations.

Persons, and their dependents, who do not live in the college district but who own property which is subject to
ad valorem taxation by the College’s taxing district, are also classified as In-District students.  Evidence of 
ownership of such property shall be a current certificate of payment provided by the Tax-Assessor Collector
of either Starr or Hidalgo Counties.  It must be submitted with the application for admission to the College 
and will be retained by the College.  This evidence must be re-submitted annually. Dependents of property 
owners must submit a copy of the prior year’s income tax form listing the student as a dependent.  Foreign 
students are not eligible for the waiver. 

The student is responsible for registering under the proper residence classification and for providing
appropriate documentation as required by the College.

When completing the oath of residency portion of an application for admission process, the student is
responsible for registering under the proper residence classification and for providing documentation as 
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required by the College.  If there is any question as to right to classification as a resident of the South Texas 
College district, it is the student’s obligation, prior to or at the time of enrollment, to raise the question with 
the administrative officials of the College for official determination.  Students classified as Texas and In-
District residents must affirm the correctness of that classification as part of the admissions procedure.  If the 
student’s classification as a resident becomes inappropriate for any reason, it is the responsibility of the 
student to notify the proper administrative officials. Failure to notify the institution constitutes a violation of 
the oath of residency.

A student classified as a non-resident (out of state or international) is one who has not lived in Texas for the 
12 months immediately prior to the date of enrollment.  Aliens who live in this country under a visa 
permitting permanent residence or who have filed a declaration of intent to become a citizen with the proper 
federal immigration authorities have the same privilege of qualifying for resident status as a citizen of the 
United States. 

All documentation must show the student's name and address.


